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PREMIER’S OFFICE 

2. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I ask a supplementary question. Could the Premier inform me which charities he has had discussions with to 
move into the Hale House facility? I think the now Premier did say that in the last term of the coalition 
government. That was part of the question. 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

Leader of the Opposition, as I said, I made those comments back in 2012, prior to the 2013 election. There has 
now been the effluxion of nearly five years since those comments were made. But I am aware of an empty 
office. That is the office of the Leader of the Opposition. The Leader of the Opposition’s office is over the road 
from Parliament. It is available for the Leader of the Opposition, but he refuses to move in there. The reason I do 
not have a great deal of sympathy for the Leader of the Opposition on that issue is that back when I was 
Leader of the Opposition I asked the former government, of which he was a member, that I not have that office 
at 1070 Hay Street. I was advised by the former government that that would be my office no matter what, and the 
rent would be taken out of the Leader of the Opposition’s budget. The Leader of the Opposition has now come 
into this role and he says he is refusing to take the office that he insisted that I take as opposition leader. Does it 
not appear to people to be slightly hypocritical that the view he now takes of the opposition leader’s office is that 
he will not take the office that he insisted I take? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I find it bizarre, to be honest with the Leader of the Opposition, that the first question 
asked in this place is about the office arrangements of the person who occupies the role of Premier. I would have 
thought that jobs, economic activity, the methamphetamine crisis confronting Western Australia, and the budget 
might be things the Leader of the Opposition would ask about, but clearly they are not things he wants to ask 
about because he did such a bad job in relation to those issues. 
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